West Byfleet Infant School
Speaking and Listening Policy 2015
The ability to speak and listen is fundamental to pupils’ language and social development. It is an essential tool for all areas of the curriculum, as talk underpins learning and
thinking. It is vital that its significance is recognised by pupils, parents and teachers. Pupils need to be provided with many and varied contexts for talk, but they also need
direct teaching in the skills of speaking and listening. At the beginning of a teaching sequence there are opportunities for ‘Talk for Writing’.
Aims
Children need to be able to:
 Communicate effectively, speaking with increasing confidence, clarity and fluency
 Participate in discussions and debate in a variety of contexts
 Listen to the views, opinions and ideas of others with increased interest
 Articulate ideas and thoughts clearly with appropriate tone and vocabulary recognising audience
 Respond to questions and opinions appropriately
 Retell stories and poems which are known by heart
 Ask questions with increasing relevance and insight
Pupils have access to a wide range of speaking and listening opportunities
that include:
 Talking about their own experiences, recounting events
 Participating in discussion and debate
 Talk for writing
 Chatter boxes
 Talk Homework/big questions
 Retelling stories and poems
 Expressing opinions and justifying ideas
 Listening to stories read aloud
 Presenting ideas to different audiences
 Taking part in school performances
 Responding to different kinds of texts
 Talking to visitors in school
 Listening to ideas and opinions of adults and peers
 Role-play and other drama activities across the curriculum.
 Use dramatic techniques, including work in role to explore ideas and
texts
 Create, share and evaluate ideas and understanding through drama

Teaching and Learning
Teachers provide a wide range of contexts for spoken language throughout the school day.
Teachers and other adults in school model speaking clearly. This includes clear diction, reasoned
argument, using imaginative and challenging language and use of Standard English. Talk
homework is set weekly across the school.
Listening is modelled, as is the appropriate use of non-verbal communication, respecting the
views of others. Teachers are also sensitive in encouraging the participation of retiring or
reticent children.
Spoken Language outcomes are planned for in all areas of the curriculum. Roles are shared
amongst pupils: sometimes a pupil will be the questioner, presenter, etc.
Learning takes place in a variety of situations and group settings. For example, these could
include reading aloud as an individual, working collaboratively on an investigation, reporting
findings as a newscaster, interviewing people as part of a research project, acting as a guide for
a visitor to school or responding to a text in shared or guided reading.
Spoken Language will be a focus across the curriculum and across the school day in a variety of
settings.

